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-r ANGtADtlSH ac-hieved indeDend-

.ti,:r: :"f r;,Y*l?T' H*#:
since the last 22 years, u-e have becn able
tc, ilevelop a culture of danocracy in
Bangladesh. \47e ex?ect tL, rnairtah and
clclrlinrrc this cultrc. Mar}, fsrlors includ-
ing politics, democmq ald bureaucrary
are e.ciential io develop a mufltry.
florvcver, probiems are too maoy to dis-
clrss. Poiitical parties in power try to stay in
Jrouer all the time and for e!er. In this
effort, drcy lt, to polilicise alrnost every-
drhrg they carr. The politicians ill power
offer undue adt€ntaSes to iL people, sup-
poters and its omr politila] men and
rvcDrur, supporting bureauoats and busi-

Democracy rDears that thc fnlitical pat-
tes will foftr the gowrrunent by majotity
vcies of the (x)mmon people. lvlembeis of
thc Parliament are responsible to ma.ke the
liws by gettirlg it drafted by the buteau-
crats. rclic red by the Ministry of t4v and
Iinally by getting it passed through Yes'
votes in dle Parliament 'MPs' function is
limited Lere just to male these larrs for the
golemmental e&cutive to implemcnt.

But there are i\{Ps' who do not stop herc
just by making la$ s. They poke their nose
everyrrherc in tle counuy in order to
ottain tllef persona!, Iarnil, and social
qain, political ald n<.rn-political gain and
excrcisc their power over bueaucrats. It is
not thcjob of MPs' to deal witi carruption
of burcaucrats, ilurcaucmtic corrupiion
would be heated by thc cxisting law and
order arrd the cormlry's judiciary srsteEr.
For personal Baitl rc i{Ps' hy to c)rchange
tle falcrur with bulearrcr.rts. FiIall7, &e
bLrreaucrats .urd dre political pcople in
porver form a socielrl ,)fgatclry 1{) faloru
erch other and botli thc gluups Bet cor-
rupted.

Sourte of furauciel gain is tlrc businr:ss
eL te ol tirc s{rcicty vilo does the busi ess in
its orvn way to maximise profil.
Businessmen need to cornmit a seed
molle_v conilptio[ Lo start theix busin€ss
and speed money comrption to mole tlrcir
brsinrs filc frorn table-tetable under the
ofhcial possession of bureaucrats.
Souretinrcs the b,.rsine-ssmen obtain indi-
rtct tre$ hom of&e pe,rple il pclitics and
direct help foln dre bEr_eaucrais irr the
omce of adminislrative executi'r€. Shortly
speaking, tluee greups ofpeoplq political
peoplc in pouer, brueauctats and rhe busi-
nessrncn - all of t}ltir regotiate rith each
othel by foming a shong societal oli-
garchy to obtaju the personal, firnily and
lrofessional gain. Finally, the whole socie-

ry_ gcts compt€d. In other K'ords, thel are
the differcnt dite goups of $ciety indud-
ing politiiians, bEeaucrats and business-
rneu ufio l"rrr. bcer direcd-y or iidirediy
holdi rg ba& the rein of Arabian h.)rso uf
dcveloprxent iir Bar8ladesh. '"rrris is arl
rurpleasAirt lftrth in the socjell' of
Bongladesh." 'lhe political objective is io
ensure peace by raspr:,:tilg llle larv and
order, jndiciary system and eaming the
stabilit!, in politics, deveiopment and secu-
r ity ir lile an.l living. AI &ese hclp mor€ to
rchieve the great objective of nationsl
tlo!,',th and dcvelopmljrt. Political philos-
cphy nright diffel irmong poli5cal parties.
Ilut, party ir po_wer rnust underatand drat
politicai perties wiil have sonrc gocd [rings
it} their nrind. Poiitical party must under-
stand \rhat is g-oo.i ard \ahat is bad. For
exrmplc, some party nlay believe in open
nrukct anC open economy under hrrich
.eccnornic gruu th and delelopmmt may be

maxfunised as is thE oase of the South
Korea. Other political parties may tarSet
equal distribution of income and allevia-
tion ofpoverty oDly, reBardless if the eco-
nomic gtowth and developnrcnt is max-
irnised or not as is the case of North Korea.
A thtd political paltl Inight \,.,iut to lak.
all thc go,:d oLjc.ctir:us io achirve such a.<

maximising tlle ecoDonic iiror{h i,nd
derelopment and rrininisint t\e po\€ay
lrith equal distribution of income. So even
in a democracy, struggle between parties is
not veD sirnilar, But thc demc,cmtic gov-
eriment is obliged to listen to the cornmon
people what thcy woul.l lilie to har€ in lifc.
lhe f,olitical party witi the majority peo-
ple's \ote can pass the election aDd form
the gorerrrmer,r. 3o people's opir,ion go
beland the difference in plicies, ideologie,
manif€los of different political parties.
The.common people lock for :rchieving the
oLjectiv6 of peace, stability ard nationa.l
development.

Irr Rargladesh, ue can see a lot oI elic-
tion, murder, cxtollioo, riolcnce, extu-
judicial killing and penalties etc, the cor-

Ection of v.,lich is the responsibility of tlre
adrEir[stmLicn, Iali a.rd order and the
judiciary rlstenl.'t.hese have been happ€n-
ing during dre periods of any goverffnent
in B€ngladesh e\,en ailcr the inhoduction
ofdemoc'rary in r99o's. All these problerns
have bcen accompanicd by irftability irl
€conomic JelelopuEnt, insuficient pro-
duction of goods aud scwices, low exports,
sholtatc of f,scal budget and dome-<tic
erpenditure, irtllatio:r and higher prices of
goods and senices of necessity in life.
OpFositiol is not providing its rjpresenta-
tioD in lhe Parliamcnt. lt blames the
Govemmeo.t, ,9r c\erythillg and the
Go\rcnunent has been byinB"to run the
county the way they \r?nt. The o\€r
majcrity of the MP; aod goveErment can
create a kind of dictato.ship \vhich has
long been a problenr irl Bangladesh during
any danoeratic gwerrune[t sfurce 1990.

The developnrent prospeci of
Bargladesh rs lery good. tt has beeo
standin8 ba-sically orl t1,vo legs : expurt of
Read./ I\'Iadc GdrmcDts (RMG) and
Iuanpowcr Dorins rhe reginv: of \4'oIlJ
d{piessioir. e\p9rl eartuDgs ha-;e bc.:D
de$eas.<i to some erter,t due io tiecrca5e
in expcrt pric€s of Ri'l(; ganrents
exporte, ard rnarrl&\^,er. Slill then these
h{o souaces oI e\port eaiirings aJc the
major one in lko!{ladesh. Bargladesh has
rccentll, Lecn thc 2Dd lsr8cst RNIG
exportea of tarments aller China" C\rr lo
milJ.iorr people hale been r,,r'orking oulside
Bargladesh wh<.r havc been erming eurl
scndirg forciSr currencies at home. Oru
expoft sertor has lEen e"rtend€d to include
pharmiceuticals; froz€o 6sh, bandicolts
arC the rclatad tther labo'.u L.,tensive
products.

Garflt0ts tc{hnoloty in Bantladesl) is
praiselvo(hy. Technologically skiUed
labour crur be hired cheap. Maly investors
and enhepreneurs Aom foreign counhies
including China are interested to come
and start their labour intensive business in
Bantladeslr. Th.: liieracy rate in
Bdngiadesh is 67% a-s rgainst 72% in India
as of 2or2. $'e ha\e 1ro uni\€rsities fcr
160 million peol)le or we have seren uli-
lrrsitie.s, on l aveMge, for ro million peo-
ple. India is a country of L2c,o million peo-
ple with u o [uiveEitier oily or for ro mi]-
lion peoplc India has oDly one unirersity
cn an ave.age. \^'e in [ianEladesh, hope to
o'r'er stip lirdra very4oon in terms of the
late of literaay. According to the recent
stasslics, ilte rate of matemity a.Dd child
deatl has decreascd substantially in
Bangladesh, duc to improved health serv-
ices.'Ihe loD8e\,it) ofpeople in Bangladesh
has been increase,l to 79 j€ars! on an aver-
age, as agajnst 67 yeus in lndia. The
Prime Minister oftlie c$rcnt goverruncnt
has bc.n irtemationally awarded in 2or1
for the achierenrent of better health serv-

ices iu Bangladesh.
All citizens uf a count,y caD pdtcipate

iurd exprrss opinion in tie govemmental
activities. ln alry democmtic culh[e, the
rnajority gets the opportunity to be ir
power. Befause of the over majority in
Bangladesh, the ?arliament bccornes
alnost a sinrje parly ParliameDt as iftherr
is no ally o'.her political party in the couD-
try, The hidden problem is even more seri-
c'us. The Speaker teD& to collcct Yes' \ otc
operiy in tlie Parliament. Even some
nrernLers of tLe political party ii por,\er
with a dillli€r,t idea cannot say 'No' br.for:
the prine Nlinister or dre Speaker. 'fhey
suDply keep quiet e\,,en tlough they di{Ier
becaise they belong to the same party. We
can resolve ilils omblem by a secret ballot
votiit syslem proYiding an olrportunity
ior boih 'l'cl' o! No'vote in a dcnocEtic
way to pass a bil. That way we carr
r,rrprove the citizeD participation in the
8o!,emment. Finalry, the opposition must
.ttcnd thc ?drliameDt to cq)ress thcir
opilion altl it doe! Eot n'utter ho!/ srnall
ilrey rrc. in Ba 0gladesh, it is \.ery csmmon
to see the abu-se of l.)rive( and to commii
inalcir ri an.1 non-frliurcial collrlptiona by
l.llc politjcal mell in pou'er and by tlre
L'ureaucrats in executive adrninisti'atio,t.
ComlDitting cor'ruptiou and abusing
p<rwe; niainly takee place because oftie
lveak law and ordet and culhu"al itru oml-
ity. Arnong tlle recent sad stories in
Bangl.rdtlb as of zorz are ooss0re, guD-
66hts, eD$uniers, disappealance, d[eat
iu killingjountalist, figlrt for terder and
tll5iress eta.

lf surn€ Darties Jo ,rrt cuDre into rxr\ver
iu tbe r,aiional election, they b&one
'rpsct. It has been obscned duriug the

democratic retim€ of nrorc {han 1t{.
decades snrce r99o: tlut thc oppcsition
would like to show up tleil elilste ce b,
strike, hortal, demonstration etc by misin!
some po)itical claim against the paltr ir
pora/er. If it is a culfure of coDtiluous
demonstration by opposition agninst th(
party in power, people's [fe and living a nd
tileir business, educntion, |ealtL rarc
activity and prcduction of goods arrl serr-
ice, import-export, anJ the cnvimnrn,rrt
of domestic and foreigD ilrr'cslnrent gel
sfuck 'Ihe whe€l of de!'ck4xreDt does not
move. It does not lnatlcr lvhr, arr irr opprr'
sition. All it matteE to tlic oppositiorl th0t
lhey have to demonslratc gainst dle partl
in power. They tq/ to maxirrise tlcir ellect
of demonstration by the fall of tht
Covernnent The part)' ilr polver triei ils
best to stBtain position by law and orri.r'.
policeadn rislation and peualty tbruugL
thc judicial slstem.

Demoqac.v is vely irrpoltart {br thc
nrass developrnent of a natior.
Balgladesh has bcen hrcky to gail n denr-
ocaatic culhu€ since 199o's. We slroukl be
able to maintain this delnooatic cultlue-
Autoctacy, non-democ'mcy ancl uIrnRl
foaces' adnrinistlation ale not expecbrl i
any civilised society. Bargladesh is Lhe qth
laryest couDUyin tenns ofpopr ation\vitlr
160 million io Dumber. None of poliii(al
piuties shorid play a polil iuii gaot oI anv
thing other than democmcy. Sirl.c r99o,
Bangladesh has been clevelopirrl', ar a

steady rate with hiSher emnondc 8rclrrth
and standard of peopltrs life and livilg.
We r{ould like to imprcve our politicll cu I

ture and democracy.
Parties irr power shoul<l be carclirl abotl I

comnritnent and marifcsto. Thex shoulf
listen to tlrc common pmplc and thc
oppositjon iu pnrticr ar. The oppositiorl
must be patieDt and should raise its 1,oic(

about the prcblem and pruslxrt .Jf Irr
country b€fore the Parliarrrer!t.'llt.: oppo
sition therefore, caD pel'fixDr ar consbrlc.
live demonstration ratlich is Lelplirl to th(
Brolrth ofeconomy.

The political sector of Uangladesh har

been suffedng liorl lack of kadorship. \ k
do not have ideal leaders to gri(i.' rs, our
politics and democmo_. Pcopl' alc als(
ctnservat € irl tlrcil vicu,ol lrrli{i(s liicr
like to see the politics a,s al r inhoi itr i r: 

-. rtl
ert,'inslcad of rrst cctiDl:, n i h-:1sr'rr,i ,r(r)r,
ical leader.

This country needs verJ, sirg:n:, irores
aod dedicated political leadr'r.j. At th,
saJne time, oul political culture has to bl
improved when we can lcilrr that polilio
is .rot an inhedted propcrlv. BxDgl"(lesl
has been suffering bodr honr thc ).irk o
polilical cultue and thc lroutsr lr'ader
AccoRirrlg to drc tiDancial exlncss oi 2,
Juie 2or2, our vision is lliit r)[ a denn]
oatic Dalion chancteri:erl by good gover
nancc as rcflected iD all iG stnlctrrc ,ln
operation a t nll Ievels ari(l in all ou r i r 6iitr
tjons. Wc would like to see liar8ladesh n

a niition rrnited in its dircrsit,. wtlh flcxr
IJilitJ', fteedorn, tolerance, anC peacrfrd (.{]

ayisterce. We should M a ualiou tha
respe.ts the righi.s ofall ils citizens r egal(
Iess ofcre,rd, gender, age, mce and othnic
tV as defrn€d in the CoDstituLion. We liee
lendership that pl rts tbc inlertsL of tlrc pe(
plc above all irrsoi:rl grit)s. I t is l]ur coll€{
tive respcn$ibilify to crrcatc ir br'ltcr futrl
for our l)ext genelatir . lle sln,lrl(l rr
tu'r back dle d(rck.

(h af. 1)t. M.,\ziz t.li.,/rnron rls y(
U lturr Ui fi )e,.s;itlt, DIrd !:o)

We uouldlike to see Bangladesh as a no,tion unit-
ed in its diuercity, utithJlexibilitA,free<lotn, toler-
anoe, (l.rtd. peo.ccful co-existence. ll'e should be s
rufiion thut resTrects the rights of ra.ll its citizens
,'e/ro:rdlcss of creed gender', agc, r'ace artd ethnici-
fi. ; de.fined in the Constittttion, We need leader-
sh.^ , thaf puts the interest of thc people aboue o.ll
persorr(rl gair.s. ft is our collectiue reqrortsibility
to cl.ea,tc d beftet Iufun,e fap ounuxt gerteration,
We shouklnot lrlrnbscktlw clock.


